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Think about this: who do you believe is more ambitious to get meaningfully connected with 100% of 
people worldwide—Mark Zuckerberg, founder of Facebook…or Jesus, the King of Kings?  Well, tell you 
what, Mark Zuckerberg is no fool—he is best rewarded by getting the largest number of people possible 
connected and highly active on Facebook. That’s why he and his team are continuously focused on 
maximizing his business model of active users—yeah, folks who are working to have lots of contact with 
others on the Facebook platform. 

So, is Zuckerberg really more ambitious to get people around the world more connected to his 
organization…yes, more ambitious than Jesus is ambitious for people connected to His organization, the 
Kingdom of God? Well, it’s simply true that some people who identify as Christians actually believe that 
God deliberately does not want to connect in eternity with billions of people, the very people that He 
carefully knit together in their mothers’ wombs.  

You heard that right—these folks believe that this is happening this very day while you are hearing these 
words: while God is taking the trouble to carefully craft countless babies in the womb, He is allegedly 
already rejecting many of them from the get-go as to an opportunity for fellowship with Him in His 
Kingdom forever. Believe it or not, that’s truly the way that an influential but really quite small fraction of 
people who identify as Christians choose to think. 

But wait just a minute here. In his letter to Timothy, the young pastor he was mentoring, the Apostle Paul 
wrote this key truth in plain language that’s crystal clear: “…God our Savior desires all people to be saved.” 
(1 Timothy 2:4 ESV) Now, why would Paul write that exciting and encouraging truth to a pastor who 
ministers to people and, in doing so, supposedly mislead Timothy as to the possibility of salvation for each 
and every person who chooses to respond to the gospel message? Truth is, the plain meaning of the text 
is that God desires all to be saved…so Paul is certainly not misleading Timothy! 

And how about that famous passage in the Gospel of John: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” That’s 
John 3:16-17. And, yes, Jesus was sent “that the world might be saved through him.” And you know surely 
the words “the world” means something profound—yes, God so loves every person in the whole world 
that He appointed His Son to save all who would choose to respond to the gospel!  

Hey, just to elevate the importance of this, when I teach about this passage, I ask everyone to repeat this 
extremely well-known verse out loud with me. But as we start, I start with these words instead: “for God 
so loved the few…” Yeah, that startles nearly everyone in the room! Then I start that recitation again with 
them and do it again. “For God so loved the few…” And, in my experience, it’s very clear that many in the 
group who have chosen to believe that Jesus’s sacrificial love is only extended to a few aren’t particularly 
excited to say that out loud in that reading of John 3:16-17. But Jesus did indeed die for all! 

Yes, God’s very character is love…it’s who He is! That’s right, in 1 John, it’s unmistakenly stated twice: 
“God is love!” And from the time of the Cross until now and beyond, His sacrificial love is extended to all 
who would respond to His action and message of sacrificial love! All this dovetails with God’s amazing 
commands to His disciples in the New Testament—to go forth and make disciples to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. This mandate found in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 28, verse 18-20 and Acts 1:8.  

Indeed, the Bible teaches us to preach the gospel to the whole creation (Mark 16:15). Does all this sound 
like a vision that limits how many people God wants us to reach? The truth is, God wants His disciples to 
be “fishers of men” and cast our fisherman’s net at a fully global level. 

This brings to mind the story of Jesus and His disciples after their time of fruitless fishing in the sea. These 
men were expert fishermen, but they hadn’t caught a fish at all in their excursion. But then Jesus told 
them to expand their net activity to the other side of the boat. Lo and behold, the net came up full and 
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brimming over with fish! This parable exemplifies our position in Christ: to not grow weary of setbacks, 
and instead, faithfully expand the casting of our nets to even those areas where success is least expected.  

So, rather than having us surmise or assume that God has already decided a precise number that’s limited 
to specific pre-selected people who will be “in the net” of His disciples, He commands us to go to the 
uttermost parts of the earth to cast our nets with the good news of the gospel. No limits! 

But that isn’t just about new converts to Christ. Yes, each person’s initial embracing of the gospel is 
astounding and foundational…for sure! But Jesus commanded His disciples to go deeper and further…that 
is, He told His disciples to make more disciples.  

Let me repeat: believers are to make more disciples! And that requires a relentless inter-generational 
enterprise locally and around the world. Yes, that’s an enterprise that takes time, effort and the personal 
investment of each disciple in the careful handling and acting upon the Word of God for all it’s worth. 
Yeah, that’s the daily deepening of lives in Christ! 

But here’s the real rub in all this. How should we measure and assess the change manifested in us as 
followers of Christ? Over the past several decades, for example, there was a time when “church growth” 
was a hot pursuit of a number of churches.  And that was often met with criticism and even disdain by 
many Christian commentators. But here’s the thing: if church growth is in itself wrong, why did Jesus 
command His followers to go forth and make disciples? Wouldn’t there be church growth? Of course! 

In fact, in the very first chapter of church history in the book of Acts, by the leading of the Spirit, Luke 
recorded that thousands were added as a result of Peter’s appeal for Christ! And soon thereafter, Luke 
again recorded that thousands more were added to the numbers of believers. So God ensured that growth 
in numbers was recorded in Scripture for believers to read and consider! Apparently, God does 
approvingly endorse church growth! Of course. 

One of the most interesting stories in this vein is that of Dr. Mark Noll, one of the most highly regarded 
Christian theologians of the last fifty years. His academic credentials are impressive, culminating in his 
being awarded the National Humanities medal by President George Bush in 2006. He taught at Wheaton 
and Notre Dame. He wrote a couple dozen influential books by the year 2009, including a famous book 
titled The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind. Many of his books addressed the Christian faith in America. 

But in 2009, Noll wrote a book titled The New Shape of World Christianity that examined the astonishing 
global growth of Christianity—whereupon Noll reported that he was “humbled by how far, wide, and fast 
the Christian gospel has spread without anyone asking my permission!” Yes, the number of believers 
worldwide grew by hundreds of millions during the 20th century! And of course that involved serious 
Christians going forth and making disciples in obedience to the Great Commission! But here’s the sad 
thing: even today, many if not most American Christians are quite unmoved or even blithely unaware of 
this fantastic numerical measure of God’s gospel message being actively embraced by many millions 
around the world! Thankfully, there are some still stepping out with the gospel without asking permission 
of either the humbled Mark Noll or a largely ambivalent, unmoved Christian religious establishment. 

Is that harsh? No, all this is no surprise to God—how about another key Biblical measurement of God’s, 
one that came directly from Jesus. “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” (Matthew 9:37) 
Now, that’s a sad measurement! But you and I do not have to ask permission of historians or seminary 
professors or a multitude of passive Christian leaders. Indeed, we can gratefully obey the voice of the Lord 
Jesus that’s embedded in the Great Commission, yeah, we can go forth and make disciples! But we must 
cast our net very widely, working to proclaim the Gospel and make disciples of every person alive today!  

So, do you want God’s will for your life? Well, rest assured, the fruitful measure of going forth and making 
disciples is the very heart of God! And He includes us in the heart of the endeavor. Now that’s amazing! 
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A&A: Application & Action 

 

1. Christian historian Mark Noll was humbled in his discovery of how God has been moving in places 

other than America. What do you think the contributing factors are in American Christians largely 

being unengaged in the robust growth in the number of Christians worldwide? Discuss. 

 

 

 

 

2. How widely is your local church casting its net for Christ, from locally to globally? Discuss. 

 

 

 

 

3. How widely are you casting your net for Christ, from locally to globally? Discuss. 

 

 


