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To me, there’s one really key necessity in the lives of Christians, a necessity that’s getting more rare than 
ever, it’s the rarity of believers effectively receiving and applying wisdom. What, you might say? How do 
you figure that believers are rarely doing that? Well, we can measure the lack of what we may call 
“wisdom that’s received well and put into effective action”—and we do that by listening and watching 
what so many people do and say or don’t do or say, day in and day out. 

First, a definition—just what is “wisdom that’s received and then effectively applied”…? Well, in my world, 
received wisdom effectively applied is the process of a highly qualified source of wisdom effectively 
connecting with a savvy and discerning action-taker. Yeah, in this way, a sort of circle is productively 
completed: a qualified source transmits wisdom to a receptive receiver who is eager to apply that wisdom. 

Here’s a story that may or may not be true but nevertheless is credited to the famous American humorist 
of the 19th century, Mark Twain. Here’s a version of the quote: “When I left home at age 15 I was amazed 
at how dumb my dad was….but when I returned home two years later, I was amazed at how much he had 
learned.” Funny, huh? Let me repeat that: “when I left home at age 15 I was amazed at how dumb my dad 
was…but when I returned home two years later, I was amazed at how much he had learned.” 

Right, the failure here in Twain’s story was not the giver of the wisdom…nor the transmission of the 
wisdom…but in the lack of discernment and maturity of the receiver, the son. But by the time he returned 
home, his maturity was such that he now appreciated his dad’s wisdom. But the fact remains, the 15-year-
old didn’t regard his father’s wisdom deeply enough to apply it during those years after leaving home.  

There’s a timeless saying that says “experience is the best teacher.” But it’s also been said that experience 
is a harsh taskmaster. Both can be true, you know—and deliberately so, like when the U.S. Navy Seals or 
Army Rangers train under very harsh conditions out in the field. Nothing like training in the worst 
conditions possible to prepare well for the future.   

But wait, is that extreme approach always required? How many times do so many people ignore and 
downplay simple and clear wisdom and in so doing, unnecessarily pay a huge price? Now you know that 
that happens all the time. The point is that the problem in Twain’s scenario is an undiscerning or unwilling 
receiver. Yes, his dad’s wisdom was simply not received and applied. 

But how about the times that the source of counsel really isn’t nearly as qualified as the receiver might 
think? For example, are all parents truly wise? Clearly not. Are all medical doctors fully and equally 
qualified, especially in an era when so much new information is constantly being discovered? And how 
about pastors and teachers? You do know, don’t you, that many highly respected theologians and pastors 
often radically disagree on some really basic stuff? It’s true and always has been.  

Note that I labeled such theologians “serious and highly respected.”…but I did not label them “accurate” 
or “correct.” Oftentimes, two “serious and highly respected” theologians have diametrically opposed 
viewpoints and disagree on critical topics. It’s inevitable, then, that the followers of at least one theologian 
are being seriously misled, perhaps even as to their eternal destiny. But sadly, both theologians can be 
wrong. Take, for example, a Mormon theologian and a Jehovah’s Witness theologian. Yeah, both wrong. 

But wait, don’t let me lead you astray by singling out those two: these types of destructive disagreements 
happen all the time in what’s considered mainstream Christianity or evangelicalism, too. It’s not 
uncommon that neither supposed expert is hitting near the center of the target of truth—or perhaps not 
even hitting the clear intent of the Bible at all!  

Unsurprisingly, they can often be aiming in the wrong direction because of their tradition, their 
“theological box” they have invested years of study in! You know, like the Pharisees, those who Jesus 
called hypocrites and then upbraided in no uncertain terms: “You leave the commandment of God and 
hold to the tradition of men.” Pay attention to that, friend, that’s been happening for thousands of years… 
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The point of all that is this: you can’t receive wisdom if what is being offered isn’t even wise! This is indeed 
a plague that’s been going on for a couple of thousand years. The Apostle Paul fought this fight in churches 
where so-called wisdom was wrong a number of times…as documented in his epistles and Luke’s accounts 
in the New Testament. But remember: before his conversion, the Apostle Paul himself was a Pharisee who 
thought it wise and fitting to persecute Christians for the very beliefs that he so eloquently advocated for 
later! Yes, back then, he approvingly watched Stephen, the first Christian martyr, being stoned to death. 

Of course, it’s not just Bible topics we’re talking about here. In our very specialized and complex world, 
each of us is often looking for help in areas we’re not equipped to understand. We’ve all been there 
before, perhaps when a surprise diagnosis came during a routine medical exam. Naturally, we turn to a 
perceived expert in the field. And we do this with people in almost all fields we are not familiar with—yes, 
like with medical professionals, but also electricians and car mechanics and all the rest, too.  

But now something big, really big, is happening that is just beginning to permeate our world—Artificial 
Intelligence. Many folks are turning to AI as an expert in their own field—especially young people. Why go 
to the trouble of literally spending years learning a profession? That would be silly when typing in a clever 
prompt will promptly provide a clever answer. You see, AI seduces the unwary receiver of its assumed 
wisdom into believing that its foundations, its research, and its knowledge integration are all superior.  

But, I ask my college students, if that’s true why doesn’t your boss save those tens of thousands of dollars 
in salaries and benefits that he pays you? After all, your boss knows how to put in a clever prompt faster 
than it even takes to explain to you what the problem is. But here’s the rub: AI has all sorts of assumptions 
built in as foundational to its answers. AI is just like any expert, any medical doctor, any theologian who 
has assumptions. And of course, AI naturally holds the biases of the sources it accesses. Hey, in the midst 
of the COVID era in 2022, what did or would AI say about needing to wear masks or the source of COVID 
itself? Yeah, just like every supposed expert, AI is only as good as the foundations and biases it accesses. 

General AI has largely merged the source and the delivery of information into one smooth-looking 
process, and that tends to create an illusion that its output is highly correct and authoritative. And many 
folks receive that as true knowledge and great wisdom. But the source is often sketchy, the method can 
be questionable, and the delivery is seductively worded. Hey, the receiver of general AI output beware!   

Look there actually is no deep mystery to getting wisdom, at least for the believer in Christ! Here’s what 
James wrote: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 
and it will be given him.” (James 1:5 ESV) Notice that all we need do is ask and it will be given…and that 
offer is for all believers, you and me included, of course! 

And when Jesus was telling His disciples that the Holy Spirit was coming to them, He said that “the Holy 
Spirit teaches all things.” (John 14:26) That’s a quote for all disciples of Christ to take to the bank: the Holy 
Spirit teaches all things! And let’s not gloss over that too quickly: the Holy Spirit takes, interprets, and 
delivers all things that all believers need to learn. That’s right. Flawless source, flawless delivery! Goodbye 
AI, as helpful as you may be, you are literally nothing in comparison to what the Spirit teaches to the 
believer who knows how to rightly receive and act upon it!  

What we’re talking about here is supernatural intelligence: Simply for their asking, believers can get all 
wisdom and learn all things. So here’s the point: there are real problems with wisdom that really isn’t 
wisdom…sources of supposed truth that are reliably unreliable…and transmission methods that are 
flawed. And many people receive all this jumbled-up mess—yeah, assuming that they’ve been equipped! 

But we have the best promises, ones that only require our embracing belief and leaning in: God will give 
us the wisdom we ask for and the Holy Spirit will teach us all things! So, hit “reset” today and submerge 
your human intelligence and your AI prompts to taste of “SI,” the Supernatural Intelligence of God that is 
always ready for your attentive reception. That’s amazing—from God’s mind to yours and mine!   
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A&A: Application & Action 

 

1. Describe your position on your use of Artificial Intelligence. Discuss. 

 

 

 

 

2. No one person has a completely accurate understanding of the body of Scripture, of course, and 

it’s the duty of each Christian to know the weaknesses of those who influence them. Clearly state 

the weaknesses you have identified in the worldview or teaching of your favorite theologian or 

pastor. Discuss. 

 

 

 

 

3. Are you consistently striving to be fully engaged in the promised flow of supernatural intelligence, 

that is, asking and receiving wisdom from God and learning from the Holy Spirit who teaches all 

things? Discuss. 


