WHITESTONE Focteas sorn on Third e’

Probably the world’s most popular team game is called “soccer” in America and “football” pretty much
everywhere else. And America’s National Football League and National Basketball Association are making
gains in popularity around the world. But American baseball has a real presence, too. With the World
Series championship just completed in American baseball for this year, | was reminded of a very insightful
and witty barb that is all about baseball. But I'm getting ahead of myself...let’s backtrack for a moment.

Let’s start with a couple of basics for non-baseball fans. In order to score a point or a “run” in baseball, a
player must cross three bases in the field in order to get to home plate to score a run or point for the
team. And players must score more runs than their opponents to win the game. And great players work
very hard to develop skills in order to progress around the bases in order to score at that home plate.

Sometimes, the greatest players in baseball hit the ball so well that they hit what’s called a “home run”
and score immediately! But others do almost as well and advance to the third base in one fell swoop...with
one swing of the baseball bat—that’s called a “triple.” But most players have to work hard to exploit the
various ways to get to third base and then to home plate. And, frankly, most of the time when they are
given the chance they never even get to the very first base. And that’s literally true—most of the time, a
baseball player doesn’t even get to first base, even with several attempts in a game to do so. The point is,
it’s really quite difficult to get to third base in baseball...

All that to introduce the witty saying attributed to the American football coach Barry Switzer, who came
from a very humble background and through a whole lot of hard work, grit and savvy rose to become the
coach for the Oklahoma Sooners college football team, which he proceeded to lead to win three national
championships. And, after that, he was then hired as the coach for the world-renowned Dallas Cowboys
pro football team, where he promptly won a Super Bowl championship. So, Switzer rose to the top of his
profession in the relentless way required of true greatness...the perception and implication in a grinding
profession like college and pro football was that he wasn’t handed anything for free and didn’t have the
way to the top paved for him to achieve easily.

So, that background gives context for what Barry Switzer said using the game of baseball as the context
for what he said about the much bigger game of life: “Some people are born on third base and go through
life thinking they hit a triple!” That’s right, some people have so much privilege in life that’s inherited
through their family or their community or their nation that they pretty much take for granted. So, when
they get a good job in a field like business right out of college that pays a quite large annual salary, they
can easily tend to believe it’s all been to their hard work and talent.

Yeah, in the context of Barry Switzer’s witty quip, many Americans have largely been born into favor, yeah,
already “on third base,” with that being due to fruitful free markets and the hard work and consistent,
focused stewardship of the generations that preceded them. Yeah, even an American born in relative
poverty by American standards today is far better off than much of the rest of the world’s population.

That’s why | tend to routinely mention a place like, say, Bangladesh to my students. You see, Bangladesh
is quite poverty stricken for a number of reasons, but the fact remains that the recent figures for per
capita Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at the time of this podcast episode for Bangladesh is about $2,700
per year—let’s just say that’s roughly representative to each citizen’s annual income. That statistic works
to roughly measure what the productivity per person is each year in Bangladesh...yeah, it’s that $2,700.
In America, the comparable per capita statistic is about $89,000—about $86,000 more! Or put another
way, American per capita result is nearly 30 times that of Bangladesh. That means there is real, genuine
opportunity to plug into the juggernaut of economic prosperity that is called America. So, it really does
matter a whole lot about where you happen to be funneled in life.

Oh, | know that many Gen Z folks feel they are poverty-stricken because they can’t yet afford to buy a
house. And it’s true, depending on the house they want. But many want the level of house that their
parents presently own. And who created the expectation that they must own a house while in their 20s?
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So, as a university professor, | work really hard to communicate to students the privileges they have in a
society based on free markets that creates huge value in a complex system. And | make sure they think
about Bangladesh and communist countries like Cuba and the former Soviet Union. But it appears to be a
losing battle, as many Americans under the age of 40 appear to be tilting strongly toward communism
and its close cousin, socialism. You see, they want to be on third base right now simply because they see
others standing on their own third bases, a status rightly earned only through hard work, grit, and savvy.

So, here’s an irony. Many Americans are not born on the “third-base level” they want, so they expect the
nation’s taxpayers or their city’s leaders to put them on third base immediately! In New York City in
November 2025, that means electing the unapologetically-Communist Zohran Mamdani as mayor, who
promised to freeze rents, provide free buses, and provide universal free child care. After all, the logic goes,
many of these voters just shelled out perhaps $150,000 in funds for a college education that didn’t really
equip them to ever get to third base in a competitive merit-focused society. So as a matter of justice they
need to be elevated to third base right now by taxpayer giveaways! And forgive those student loans, too!

What’s so amazing is that such voters’ mere presence in America already placed them on the third base
of real opportunity, not only in context of the history of the world over millennia but in the context of
today’s realities for the eight billion people around the world, all those folks with far, far lesser privileges.
The twin reality of real, true opportunities in America as well as Americans’ propensity to give vast money
away to people with not-on-third-base-right-now grievances...and those giveaways whether they are
citizens or not. But this sticky truth won’t go away: notwithstanding the individual circumstances of a few,
Americans in this era have clearly been born on third base.

That’s brings to mind a bit of irony about Barry Switzer and his quote. He really did work his way to being
an elite college and pro football coach. But he did join a program at Oklahoma University with a great
reputation and earned status of a strong football program. And how about those Dallas Cowboys? Switzer
took over head coaching duties from Jimmy Johnson, the Cowboys coach who rebuilt the Cowboys into
winning two Super Bowls just preceding Switzer following him. Taking nothing away from Switzer because
he was a highly accomplished coach in his own right, Barry did sometimes kinda, sorta, clearly start on
third base himself! Like virtually all Americans are in this current era—in some key way or another...

And that brings us to the cycles and history of Christianity, as often evidenced in its churches and
denominations and often in its families themselves. Perhaps there’s a common pattern of sorts: there’s
an early move of God eagerly embraced by the first generation, the second generation hears the stories
and joyfully shoulders and advances the next phase, the third generation merely hears the Christmas-time
stories of the old days of Spirit-led awesomeness, and the fourth generation simply falls away, bored with
“religion” and stimulated elsewhere. Something like this has happened like clockwork in many families...
churches...communities...and even nations with large numbers of Christians—at least in the early years.

You see, many Christians have indeed been privileged to be born on third base in this sense—completely
stocked full with doting parents and grandparents who actually lived out the amazing presence and
working of the Lord in the midst of a grateful people. But God’s not having any of this as truly structural
in His plan—in fact, He lets such human structures deteriorate and ultimately fall on their accord. The old
saying is this: God doesn’t have any grandchildren! No, as Jesus told Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3 ESV). Each becomes a child of God.

And so that’s true...and it’s reliable. The Christ-following families with true multi-generational, Spirit-led
impact know this—and so they work to disciple their children into a personal relationship with Christ. And
that’s complete with a true appreciation that each does not start on third base even while they have the
extraordinary privileges of learning from those who preceded them in each of their own respective
journeys. Yes, believers can see those preceding them passing third base and reaching home into the very
presence of Jesus the King in heaven—even as they step up to the plate themselves. ...That’s crazy good!
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WHITESTUNE Episode 307:

Born on Third Base?

A&A: Application & Action

1. Morally speaking, do you believe more prosperous citizens in nations owe a certain, robust

prosperity (e.g., “middle class status”) to all its citizens through redistribution of wealth from one
group of citizens to another? Discuss.

2. Justwhatis atruly solid understanding of “being on third base” in the context of current American
lifestyles and expectations (e.g., should people in their 20s and early 30s routinely expect to own
their own home...)? Further, do you think Christians should work to force other Christians or even
non-Christians to fund the lifestyle expectations of neighboring citizens with unmet wants, even
if those neighbors consistently use poor judgment in spending resources? Discuss.

3. Areyou “born again” as Jesus taught Nicodemus? Discuss.
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