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You know, in the Bible, the Lord Jesus Christ gives three key, overarching, action-based directives for every
person who desires to be one of His serious followers. Indeed, these three instructions interact together
to equip every believer to truly become a deep disciple of Christ. In fact, these actions forge what
essentially comprises the Christian life to the very core. And, taken together, they are the subject of our
Whitestone episode today.

The first of the directives for fulfilling a life after God is “love God.” But sadly, that is often lived-out
platitudinally in the lives of many people—yeah, with a sort of vague, passive approach to a religious life.
The reason seems to be that “loving God” kind of fits many folks’ preferred idea of a vague commitment
to an unseen and unengaged “religious force.” But Jesus went much deeper than that! Here’s what He
said about God’s greatest commandment in His response to a lawyer: “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37 ESV)

Wow, listen to those beginning words: “you shall”...! That’'s a command, a directive for the listeners’
obedience! And here, Jesus was referring to this as the greatest commandment in the Old Testament law.
And that fact is important. This is not some random god from the Buddhist pantheon or a reference to a
pagan god of nature, perhaps a totem pole carving. No, this was the God of Abraham, the God of the Bible,
yes, the God who sent His Son Jesus to the Cross to be a ransom for all people around the world!

Here's the thing: do you recall using the tried-and-true problem-solving methods of identifying the 5 W’s
and the one H when you are faced with needing to solve a problem or address a difficult issue? Yeah,
that’s the “Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How” that help define the landscape of an issue and
forge a course of action. And here Jesus defined the “who” —God and people. And there’s the action verb
for one of us who are the “who’s” here: the who is people...they are God’s created beings...and they are
directed to love the other “Who,” God Himself! And He reveals the What here, too: we shall love.

And that’s starts to bring forth the question of “why”...? Just why does God direct us to love? Well, we
know this: that’s exactly the essence of the God of the Bible—yes, God is love. No, not just “God gives
love.” Or just “God loves us.” No, the Apostle John tells us that God is love. That’s in 1 John 4:8. Indeed,
love is the very essence of God. So, if we want to be like Christ, our very essence as a new creature in
Christ is that we, too, are Christlike in our love! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

So then, how about the When and the Where in this directive by Jesus? Well, that’s implied in His words:
Jesus put no limits on loving others. So, the “where” is “everywhere,” and the “when” is “all the time.” So
all that works together to forge a firm foundation of the Who, What, When, and Where in God’s economy!

Now we get the second directive from Jesus, and boy, oh boy, does this create problems for all of us!
That’s when Jesus added the second greatest commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

So, God added another “who” here, and that “who” is literally everyone else, every person a neighbor!
And this extra “who” can start to seem really distasteful when we come to realize that God actually means
that we are to love every neighbor, worldwide, including our enemies! So, our love isn’t just confined to
being vertical...to loving God Himself...it's also horizontal to loving everyone else!

So, the thing is, we don’t get to slouch around through our lives just saying our sole purpose is that we
love an unseen God. No, we have a God Who Himself clearly directs us to actively love Him and to love
everyone else on the planet. Now that’s a wide-angle version of Who, What, When, Where, and Why!
Let’s put that in a practical sentence: God is love, and therefore He direct us to love Him and to love every
neighbor everywhere, now and throughout our lives. And because new creatures like us have been
transformed into lovers by being born again in Christ, this not only makes sense, it’s enthusiastically
received as a great opportunity! Right...?

...Well, that’s true for some. Others struggle putting on the “new self,” as Paul says in Ephesians 4:24. But,
still, some take this and run with it! And that can be really cool: Christ-followers busily helping those they
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sometimes call the “less-fortunate,” people that truly need material needs addressed. And that can glorify
God, at least when the givers do actually give God the credit to the recipient! But sometimes the credit is
simply temporal, lasting just from the speaker’s mouth to the giver’s ears.

But God does not leave the fullness of His intent at that. Yes, those two directives of only about twenty-
five words are very powerful. Here they are again.... “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” And “love your neighbor as yourself.” ...

But God added an additional directive after the Cross...yes, due to the Cross! You see, the New Covenant
means something additional, indeed many things substantially additional, like the remission of sins by the
blood of Christ. Like eternal life for the person responding to the Gospel message. And like a whole lot of
other benefits, like personal peace and joy for the born-again believer!

Yes, the Who's are the same: God, us, and all our neighbors. And the What is foundationally the same: to
love God and people. And then When and Where are the same: all the time, everywhere. And the
foundational root of Why is the same: because God is love.

But through His Son’s sacrifice on the Cross, God added a very deep and very new “How”: now it wasn’t
about just struggling through a whole lot of Old Testament laws about how to treat a neighbor. Instead,
the primacy of one action above all others became paramount: God-followers are to take a very specific
action—to go forth and make disciples of Christ! This is far deeper than meeting temporal needs of others,
this is about all people on earth getting saved. Yes, God our Savior expresses His desire that all people be
saved! (1 Timothy 2:4)

This “How” changed everything for every believer since the time of the Cross up until this very day—we
are to proclaim the Gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24) to all creation. That’s the big, new How of the
New Covenant: to extend God'’s love all Jews and to all Gentiles, to all men and to all women. That’s right,
God deepened the thrust of the When and the Where: we are to go to the end of the earth, to every
nation, right now! The time is short. Yes, the When and the Where were specifically deepened to
everywhere, right now.

This third directive brought exciting, pinpoint specificity and clarity to just how God manifested His love
for all at the Cross. And in that, He directs His followers to take the 5 W’s and the H very seriously in the
New Covenant. God’s words recorded in Matthew 28:18-20 are perfectly laid atop and integrated with
the two commandments of loving God and loving neighbors. And Jesus’s words are very clear and specific:
“And Jesus came and said to [His disciples], ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

With these extra sixty words or so, this directive provided a far deeper specificity of what God’s love fully
means—as manifested on the Cross. That’s a purpose that has temporal benefits, for sure. But the When
shifted to an eternal meaning delivered with a daily urgency...the Where added heaven and being with
God forever...the Who was clearly expanded in spiritual scope to include every person who walks the
earth...the What is the unimaginable depth of love and undeserved grace...the Why is fulfilling God’s very
essence in relationship with every person who responds to the Gospel of Christ...and the How definitively
includes each and every humble believer who actually does take action in going forth making disciples.

Wow. In about 85 words embedded in three directives, the blueprint for blissful success available to every
properly-discipled believer is at hand. And it’s easily deployable by simply hearing the directives and taking
action: yes, love God...love neighbors...go forth...make disciples. Every disciple is called to do these eight
words and can do them, free of charge, because Jesus Christ already paid the price. Those are God’s three
overarching directives...simple enough for a ten-year-old! How stunning! How elegant! How loving!
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A&A: Application & Action

1. How many people identifying as Christians who you know personally are doing a strong job of
following these three directives? Discuss.

2. Do you believe your church fully pursuing Jesus’s directive to “go forth and make disciples,”
whether locally or globally or both? Discuss.

3. Do you believe you can be a full disciple of Christ if you do not “go forth and make disciples,”
whether locally or globally or both? Discuss.
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