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If you are a believer in Christ as you hear this, do you remember that there is what’s commonly called the
“judgment seat of Christ” in your future? A summary synopsis of that is found in the Apostle Paul’s first
letter to the believers in Corinth, the third chapter, verses nine to sixteen. Go take a look.

Here’s why. You see, the old joke is that there are only two things we can be certain of experiencing—
death and taxes. But for the believer that’s not the full story: by faith, we know that believers have eternal
life and fellowship with our Father in heaven due to Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross.

But there’s also a stop along the way for believers that’s commonly called the judgment seat of Christ.
That’s where God judges all of our works, and those works we did that were built on the foundation of
Christ will be rewarded by Christ—but those works we did that were not built on the foundation of Christ
will be mercifully burnt up for us. Again, that is key: for all those truly saved by grace, their works will still
be accounted for and judged by Christ into one category or the other. Yeah, that’s what Paul wrote.

Yes, that’s right, | strongly affirm that salvation is by grace, not works. Halleluiah for that! But after we
have been saved by responding to the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24), He will ultimately address
every work we have done in life, for better or for worse!

And, you know what, we will be alone, gloriously alone, with Christ at His judgment seat...we won’t have
our parents there...or our spouses...or our favorite authors. And, you know what, our favorite theologian
or our pastor or our mentors won’t be there either. To make it very clear, we are alone before Christ to
give an account of the works that arose through our choices throughout our lives. And those choices made
throughout will be based on our thinking.

And that upcoming reality brings us to a principle from a previous episode: the COYOTE principle—
Carefully Own Your Own Theology Early. That’s right, at the judgment seat of Christ, our accountability
will be based upon the outworking of our personal theology. And we must do that carefully.

But you may be thinking this right this very minute: / certainly don’t have a so-called personal theology!
But, yes indeed, you really very much do have a personal theology! While you may draw deeply upon your
pastor’s or your church’s or your denomination’s or your favorite theologian’s teachings, it’s unavoidable
that after you have embraced a key portion of someone else’s theology, you then minimized some
elements and overemphasized other stuff, too, and also you discarded and tweaked and pruned and
crafted your way into your very own set of beliefs. And those beliefs are carried out into your actions.
And, again, soberingly, you will be judged on your words and deeds at the judgment seat.

The good news is that God is not an ogre who gives everyone a failing grade. However, no surprise here,
God is not fooled by our pretensions: He will reward each of us for building on the proper foundation of
Christ, and He will burn up our building on the foundation of our Uncle Fred...or the Catholic Popes and
the Magisterium...or the Orthodox Patriarchs...or King Henry of England...or Martin Luther...or John
Calvin...or C.S. Lewis...or President Biden...or President Trump...or our Pastor Smith...or the devil himself.

But no matter how much we build our house on an improper foundation, God’s Word remains unchanged,
unhindered by our lesser focus. And this differentiation between God and His Word and countless
secondary sources is a very good thing. And all this is true because God’s Kingdom is unshakeable and
God’s ways are above man’s ways—and all other kingdoms and secondary attempts will fall short.

The truth remains, though, that every one of us is prone to adjust and adapt the Word of God to our liking
or limitations. And that very susceptibility naturally leads us to often seek out sources outside us—
mentors, disciplers, teachers, theologians, pastors that we expect to help us get it all correct, as it were.
This is good—but only insofar as it goes. God’s Holy Spirit far surpasses them all (John 14:26). All of that
is why the title of this episode is “Limits: The Inappropriate Delegation of Thinking.”
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Here's the thing: in this complex world that goes way beyond simply tilling the ground and eating its fruits,
we have learned to fruitfully delegate our thinking to so many people. That’s right: nowadays we need to
call the plumber, the electrician, the car mechanic, the surgeon—and rightly so, their specific knowledge
is superior. And we need believers who are deep in the Lord to watch and learn from. We need teachers
of the Word, seasoned Christians to speak into our lives with intentionality and accuracy.

But every one of these profiles can easily be a poor filter as a source of wisdom. Perhaps the car mechanic
really knows most about Chevrolet cars but little about Porsches. Indeed, likely the heart surgeon knows
little about stomach cancer. Funny, my general practitioner doctor sometimes makes a glancing reference
to “Dr. Google” —that’s where his patients consider their reading of their personally-prompted Google
search results about their bodily symptoms makes for an excellent source of diagnosis. Yeah, whether it’s
medical or business or technical or even spiritual, it’s often the case that many assume that if an answer
is computer-generated or it’s written in a book, it must have significant validity and accuracy.

But here’s the truth. Many times, the desired sources of knowledge and wisdom are simply not reliable.
And that’s the theme of this episode here: the inappropriate delegation of thinking in a highly complex
era. This temptation often comes with a feeling of inadequacy and helplessness, so we reach out to others
who seemingly can solve that. But, again, that’s often really just an inappropriate delegation of thinking.

Al has really brought this problem to the forefront. Many people simply put a prompt in Al and treat the
output as truth. But the only consistent truth coming out of Al is when, for example, Open Al’s ChatGPT
notes disclaim that it “may occasionally generate incorrect information” and that users should “check
important info.” The reality is that generative Al results often have biases as to the choosing of sources.
And with its winnowing down to the short-answer format, results that are often not truly reliable except
for the most basic of information. Yeah, quite often the user is fed bite-sized information to digest when
in fact the issues are often far more nuanced and complex to boil down.

The inverse can be true. Sometimes Al or experts give complexities when an answer is simple. A well-
known case currently circulating is when ChatGPT justified why the number 5.11 is greater than 5.90 with
a bulleted list of geek math lingo. But fifth-grade math competency tells us 5.90 is greater than 5.11!

You likely know that the Bible world is certainly a fertile playground for this type of thing. Take the simple
truth written by Paul in 1 Timothy 2:4: God our Savior desires all people to be saved. Rather than taking
God for His Word found here, some pastors and theologians will dwell on their pet interpretations of other
verses to boldly claim that God essentially predetermines that billions of people are destined for hell
before birth. Wow. Look, this isn’t an isolated incident: theologians and pastors the world over have
constantly and strongly disagreed on vital issues for two thousand years. Much of the time, supposed
truth is simply inherited from folks nearby, like family or neighbors. Once you acknowledge that, it's
incumbent on you to dig and get to better answers. Hey, your rewards from Christ depend on that!

Now, all of this is a lesson in the inappropriate delegation of thinking. Here’s the thing: whether it’s Bible
truth that God makes clear for all who would read the Bible without us delegating the basic, grounded
thinking to others...or whether it's using Al without regard to the biases of source-selection and
interpretation...or whether it’s trying to access expertise in a vocational field like business, well, in all
cases, authentic, reliable knowledge and wisdom should always be subject to challenge and testing.

In short, each person should develop the skills to test and assess the truth and reliability of answers being
given and paths being recommended. Assumptions or presuppositions made by the source need to be
discerned and evaluated, often measured by proven sources. That can be second or third opinions from
medical doctors...that can be the contrasting analyses...that can be done by personally doing real research
and learning. For the Christian, the Word of God is paramount. But the fact is, every Christian lives under
at least one false assumption or deemphasis of truth. Nonetheless, every believer has a personal
responsibility to avoid inappropriate delegations of thinking! Yes, your rewards in heaven depend on that!
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A&A: Application & Action

1. Are you a Christian who firmly knows the basic, clear essentials from the Word of God without
delegating your thinking to a pastor or theologian who obscures or ignores that clarity? Or do
you inappropriately delegate thinking on essential spiritual truth to others? Discuss.

2. Do you endorse a theology that contradicts the clear reading of God’s love given through Christ
as a ransom for all and God our Savior’s desire for all people to be saved (1 Timothy 2)? Discuss.

3. Are you preeminently pursuing building on the foundation of Christ, the Savior of the world?
Discuss.
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