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Sometimes it seems there’s almost nothing so difficult as fully living out God’s ways, especially amidst our
toughest trials! You know, when we experience the blow of losing a loved one, perhaps unexpectedly. Or
when we experience a long wait for the healing of a relentless and even domineering physical malady.

There’s also almost nothing so fruitfully beneficial as learning from our living out God’s ways. Given nearly
all of us have experienced very difficult circumstances, let’s pursue a meaningful gleaning as to how to
fruitfully live out God’s ways in tough times. God, we pray You will give us great insight into Your ways!

So, let’s start this by stating a key word given through Isaiah the prophet (Isaiah 55:8-9): “For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

If you’re like me, you’ve heard this passage spoken many a time to Christians, often with the basic thinking
that “there’s little to nothing we can do that contextualizes our problem or challenges here” —all because
God’s ways are not our ways. And many quite serious followers of God really do tend to embrace this.

But here’s the thing. Luke 18:29-30 instructs us that each and every committed disciple of Christ can and
should take heart in choosing God’s ways: “Truly, | say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife
or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times
more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

This, of course, is a key promise in the New Covenant in Christ. When we truly follow Christ, we will receive
so very much from God! So, now let’s go back to the Old Testament passage from Isaiah 55 observing
God’s ways not being the ways of the Israelites, and His thoughts not being the thoughts of the Israelites.

That’s right, God’s ways and thoughts are not those of the Israelites of Isaiah’s day! Yes...one of the
important keys here is that Isaiah’s words were directly for the Israelites of his day. But in our day, some
who quote this short passage from Isaiah assume that we are to read this passage as folks just like the
Israelites, yes, the Israelites who were under the law but not made righteous through Christ!

Well now...you might be thinking...are you saying that true Christians are in a different spiritual position
than the Israelites of Isaiah’s day? Well, yes, that is what | am saying. To support that, here are clear words
from the Lord given through Isaiah—just before the more-famous words about God’s ways and thoughts...

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and
let the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” You see, throughout the Old Testament narrative, Israel
generally did not listen to the voice of God! Again, Isaiah’s clear summary then followed those words: “For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Simply put, these are words given specifically to the Israelites who did not listen to God, and, of course,
who had not been made righteous in Christ by receiving the Gospel of grace. Yeah, the difference here is
that born-again Christians are new creatures in Christ. Here’s Romans 3:21-22: “But now the
righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear
witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.”

Indeed, God’s ways are now the ways of all who believe through faith in Jesus Christ—and that’s you and
me and hundreds of millions of others who have been transformed through Christ and the Cross! We have
access to God through His living Word, and that even more deeply animated by the teaching of the Holy
Spirit (John 14:26). We pray to God for all our needs, from the daily all the way to the catastrophic—
including healing needs and afflictions that are common to all humanity. Psalm 34:8 says: “Oh, taste and
see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!” Of course, that refuge is exactly
what true disciples of Jesus Christ reside in!
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And we also have direction from God about the interconnection expected with fellow disciples: believers
are instructed in James 5 to take their needs to their believing community, the body of Christ. And from
the testimony of countless millions over many centuries about all this, the wonderful bounty of all this
activity of those already made righteous through Christ is continuous—and it’s unending.

And that’s just as it’s promised in the Word of God: every good and perfect gift from is from God above!
Let’s get the specific quote here on that, from James 1:17. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”

But now, let’s cut to the chase. Yes, we desire to be conformed to Christ. And we do believe that God
hears our prayers and that every good and perfect gift is from God above! But then, for example, why
doesn’t God always heal people and answer our specific prayers—and do so on our timetable? And why
are there events where we are blameless—but get pulled into the whirlwind of a storm anyway?

Oh, so you mean something like the Son of God pulled into the horrible whirlwind of an absolutely gigantic
storm of humanity’s sin when He was blameless? Yeah, that’s right...where the sinless Jesus was made sin
for the sake of others. And Jesus Himself, in prayerful relationship with His Father, asked that this cup be
passed from Him. The reality was, Jesus knew that was the very purpose of His bodily presence on earth.
But His prayer was still that the cup pass from Him.

Nevertheless, Jesus added the ultimate “nevertheless” that we direct our full attention to now...here’s
what Jesus said in the full sentence: “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless,
not my will, but yours, be done.” (Luke 22:42) And the rest is history, the Biggest Story...God’s Story...for
all humanity for all time—the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as a ransom for all—His acting upon
“His desire that every person in the world be saved.” (1 Timothy 2)

Here are three truths about God’s ways and thoughts. First, in the Old Testament, the Israelites were
unrighteous—far away from God’s ways and thoughts. Second, as New Covenant believers, those born
again, those truly new creatures in Christ, more clearly understand God’s way for us is to love Him and
our neighbors fully. And third, we still have situations where God expects our embracing that His will is
done through different ways than that we are presenting for consideration in our thoughts and prayers.

In short, though we have been made righteous through Christ, sometimes we are not proposing the best
course of action as well as God would will. And, Jesus Himself pointed the way to be best conformed to
His Father’s ways and thoughts: that is to present our preferred option and, even so, also present the best
option of all, the one completely conformed to God’s thoughts and ways—to pray and say and sincerely
embrace His ways within our supplication: “nevertheless, Father, not my will but yours be done.”

So, the Israelites’ thoughts and ways were far from God. But we can and should expect our spiritual growth
over time to work to place us much more embedded in God’s ways and thoughts.

Of course, this side of heaven, we will never be fully conformed to God. Still, when the chips are down
and circumstances are dire and we dearly want God to specifically answer with our desired outcome right
now, we can and should fall back on the fact that God unfailingly hears our prayers and we can trust Him
for all things to work together for good for those called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).

Yes, that’s indeed among the highest of God’s truths: He is working all things together for good, often
using methods and timetables not easily embraced by His New Covenant people. But in this very passage
of Romans 8:28, He discloses His thoughts and ways in a framework of working it all together for good!

And, in the case of Jesus’ prayer in garden of Gethsemane...He provides us with His Son’s example of
conforming fully to the Father’s thoughts and ways. This lesson for believers may be difficult and painful,
but it’s clear: we can live out God’s ways by simply asking for, then conforming to God’s will. That's
captured in that one bridging word: nevertheless. ...\Wow, just how amazingly comprehensive is that?

whitestone.org © 2026 Kevin Miller All Rights Reserved



WH ITESTU NE %d’(’f@gﬁ Fruitfully Living OutE(pSisgieV\?aljs:
A&A: Application & Action

1. Have you sometimes found yourself angry that friends or family members have fallen into grave
difficulties and God doesn’t seem to be answering or acting as you wish He would in that
circumstance? Discuss.

2. Do you truly believe God is fully working out good and perfect gifts from above for believers, in
accordance with Romans 8:287? Discuss.

3. Are you consistently saying to God, “nevertheless, not my will but Yours be done?” Discuss.
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