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How about the startling political controversy about whether a public-school teacher can facilitate gender
identity desires of a child without informing the child’s parents? How about Zohran Mamdani, the mayor
of New York City taking office in 2026 who is openly Communist in his values? Well, he’s working to impose
his “warmth of collectivism” policies on millions of NYC residents? How about the latest issue concerning
personal behaviors enflaming conservative political activists to action about making such behaviors illegal
over the years—from drinking alcohol, to “easy divorce,” to drug abuse, to gay marriage?

Hey, there’s one particular thing we can count on in absolutely every political season—yeah, we can count
on those ruling over others to try to exercise power and rules over the virtue of others. And, whether
conservative or liberal, folks in authority do so even while obviously falling short themselves. Well, at least
that’s how many politicians and highly-politicized authorities act in a place like modern America. ...They
want to be a major change-agent! ...An influencer with concrete results! ...A person who, as it’s often
positioned, changed the world for the better! And that puts us right smack in the middle of two political
values that have competed with one another for supremacy in America for a very long time—in fact, from
the very founding of the nation! And those values are citizens’ true freedom and citizens’ virtues. Here’s
the point: when government tries to force its versions and visions of virtue through laws and murky
policies and administrative rules, they will be compromising the freedom of citizens.

Let’s look back, in a very focused nutshell, to America’s War of Independence. It began in the 1770s and
was intended to carve out the freedom of the American colonies from England and its monarchy. And that
severed independence was exactly what happened. But as noted historian Gordon Wood points out, early
on, in fact right from the Declaration of Independence in 1776 throughout the war and beyond, many of
the thirteen colonies in turn worked to levy onerous taxes and to create government rules that were often
loathed by many of the colonists. Indeed, the very government overreach these Americans were trying to
avoid ended up reappearing in their own newly-formed governments.

Here's the back story. For centuries, the European model had been that whoever the king of the nation
was got to define which religion and religious rules held sway for those he ruled. That was officially started
in 1555 with the Peace of Augsburg forged between the Roman Catholics and the Lutherans: if the king of
a realm was Roman Catholic, his domain was to be governed under his religious choice. Likewise, if he was
Lutheran. The Founding Fathers of the United States were keenly aware of the downsides and the follies
of powerful European churches forging what’s called these “throne-and-altar” structures...yeah, King and
Pope for example. After all, Christian divisions like Catholics and Lutherans were aligned with different
ruling royal families, with the result of fighting harsh wars that were actually waged with supposedly
fellow believers—and the result was the loss of life of many millions over many decades. Of course,
beyond that, whatever the king said was proper religious activity or virtuous behavior, well, that was that!

So, when it came to a written governance structure—a constitution—for the newly-minted nation, key
freedom-advocating folks who became known as Anti-Federalists insisted upon a Bill of Rights protecting
both individual persons and the individual states from a powerful Federal government. Ultimately, James
Madison, later the fifth President, made a difference in that debate—he was a leading Federalist who
ended up supporting a Bill of Rights put forth by the Anti-Federalists. In short, those ten provisions
ultimately codified key rights to be protected from government-forced behaviors or government abuses.

The upshot of this instituting of freedom and also halting the forcing of government-defined virtue was
embedded in the newly-formed United States’ Bill of Rights, starting right off the bat with provisions for
religious freedom and freedom of speech in the First Amendment. With that, individuals’ religious virtue
was to be defined locally, not nationally. The result was novel and unparalleled up to that time: individuals
formally owned their own religious virtue, and government’s job was to ensure they had that freedom!

Now much has been made about whether the roots of the Constitution were more from the Bible or more
from the Enlightenment or elsewhere. But one thing is for sure, Biblically, at least: every person, whether
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Christian or not, will appear before Christ to be judged for the choices they made, for better or for worse—
the excuse that “my government made me do it” will not sway Christ the Judge, the true King of all kings!
Yes, with Christ, each person formally owns their virtue and is held accountable, for better or for worse!

Sadly, since the Constitution was ratified, Americans have certainly not always lived up to the ideals of
people owning their own virtues in this life. In fact, about a hundred years ago, Americans raged against
alcohol consumption so much that they passed an Amendment to the U.S. Constitution...enacting what’s
called Prohibition. And that amendment to the Constitution actually expanded the problem—and, in due
course, gave huge impetus to newly organized crime. In this particular instance in history, though,
Americans realized that people will and did actually respond to such a new law by flouting it...ignoring
it...and even flaunting their disobedience. In due course, Americans realized that Prohibition didn’t work
and reversed it a few years later by a new Constitutional amendment!

Don’t get me wrong here. Government clearly needs to institute and enforce laws for crimes against
persons and property—like murder, rape, theft, and enslavement. But such laws don’t even stop those
acts, they simply allow government to incarcerate captured offenders so that they can be physically
stopped from doing such crimes again...at least outside prison walls. But the Bible-grounded fact remains
from Romans 5:20, as Paul wrote: the law actually increases sin. Accordingly, laws designed to make
people more virtuous in how they treat others won’t actually do so—even if those people seem outwardly
compliant. And many times, they are not compliant anyway, they simply go “underground” to break the
rules—that is, they go “undercover” with unrepentant hearts.

Look, the general structure of the U.S. Constitution is “freedom nationally, virtue locally.” For Christians,
the point is that forcing people to act outwardly in compliance with government rules does not change
the inner person—the very goal of the gospel itself! In fact, righteousness is only through faith in Christ!
That’s one of the very key issues the Pharisees of Jesus’ time got wrong: Jesus died on the Cross such that
we can become born again as new creatures in Christ. Trying to follow the Mosaic Law will not make you
more virtuous: Romans 3:23 says that “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” And James
tells us that when we are guilty of one point of the law, we are guilty of it all. Hey, so much for our virtue
supposedly earned from following the law! In fact, someone who tries to act outwardly compliant with
the law but doesn’t have a changed heart will not be acknowledged by Christ before His Father in heaven.

But American politics incessantly continues to try to approach making folks virtuous by Government laws
and force. Not surprisingly, people advocate this substantially only when it fits their personal ideas that
they often label as social justice. Let’s revisit the current ideas of government-forced virtue. So, how about
a public-school teacher facilitating gender identity desires of a child without informing the child’s parents?
Just take a look around America...perhaps there are such “virtuous” teachers privately helping your kids
or grandkids change their gender. No, “virtue locally” means parents totally handle such virtue issues,
public schools do not. Teaching kids about sexual issues is solely the parents’ responsibility!

How about Mamdani, the proudly-Communist mayor of New York who's imposing what he calls “the
warmth of collectivism” on residents? Well, his choice leading the Mayor’s Office to Protect Tenants has
tweeted that “private property and home ownership is a weapon of white supremacy.” That’s warmth?

How about the latest hot-button issues concerning personal behaviors that will not get fixed by politics...
but can be addressed by the responding to the gospel of grace in faith? New Covenant Christians should
proclaim that righteousness is only through Christ...not through Rome’s or Washington’s or Moscow’s
policies of behavioral modification! Instead, the gospel is about each person’s heart being changed!

Look, efforts by governments of every size to force citizens to be virtuous by laws and rules for modifying
behavior never end—but honest virtue is never truly the result: only the gospel yields new creatures in
Christ and—no matter what each individual’s response to the gospel truth is—that process works to
communicate to us that accountability for personal virtue resides at the most local level possible!
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Another Season of Government-forced Virtue Ideas

A&A: Application & Action

1. Beyond the category of crimes against persons and property like murder, rape, and theft, do you
think that Federal and local governments have the best ideas and should have the power to define
and enforce virtuous behavior of citizens? Discuss.

2. Do you think Christians in the majority in a democracy or a republic should enforce their version
of better virtues in all citizens through laws and ordinances? Do you think secularists or Muslims
or Buddhists in the majority in a democracy or a republic should enforce their version of such
better virtues in all citizens through laws and ordinances? Discuss.

3. Which do you think should command the priorities of a disciple of Christ: proclaiming the gospel
of grace and making disciples of fellow citizens...or installing virtue laws to try to ensure external
behavior of fellow citizens looks and feels more culturally sound? Discuss.
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